WOMAN'S LIFE
Dasi Is probably a Bengali lady of the better classes, but a non-Brahman, the suffix ^BasP (female slave) being attached to non - Brahman names to distinguish them from the names of Brahman ladles, which have the suffix "Debi" (or goddess). By that suffix we know Parmeshri Debl to be a Brahman woman. For aught we know she may be a servant of Musammat Phul Hani Dasi,, who, in spite of her servile suffix, may be a Rani or princess, but the Brahman is a Brahman "for a' that an' a3 that.1'
Thus a little close study of the names in India tells us so much. The name may tell us of the religion or race; it may tell us of the caste, high or low, and it may give us a hint as to the social standing, as measured by wealth or poverty. Some names, such as Ramzan Bibi, may tell us the month in which the person was born. Others, signifying the gift of a particular god or goddess* would show the vow which the parents took to dedicate the child, if one should be given them, to the deity or local godling to whom the desire of childless parents is communicated by many propitiatory gifts. But such vows are usually for a male child. Other names, again, have opprobrious meanings, such as " a clod " or " worth a farthing/' to put off the evil spirits which are supposed to be ever ready to snap off good children, but are easily deceived into leaving the child called by an opprobrious name because they really think that that child is not worth having. Of course. If you must